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Proclamation 4971 of September 14,1982 '^•^-V'OF.i 

National Disabled Veterans Week, 1982 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation > "a-'.-••'• < 

As we strive to improve our military preparedness to further our goals of a 
lasting peace and freedom, we look for special inspiration to our disabled 
veterans who have so nobly sacrificed for these ideals. Few others have so 
fully demonstrated great courage or endured such hardships for their coun
try and the cause of liberty. 

All Americans owe a great debt of gratitude to the over two million serv
ice-disabled veterans. The immense personal adversity suffered by these 
our fellow countrymen is incalculable in terms of diminished health, lost 
career opportunities, and restricted personal fulfillment. We are also keenly 
aware of the substantial tragedy these injuries pose for the families of these 
veterans who, along with their loved ones, must shoulder the weight of this 
burden. 

The important contributions to the national welfare made by these gallant 
men and women, not only in their military service but also in their later 
civilian activities, are a source of pride and admiration to each of us and 
serve as an illuminating lesson in valor and fortitude. 

It is most fitting that Congress has chosen to recognize this record of distin
guished service, courage, and accomplishment through passage of a joint 
resolution authorizing designation of "National Disabled Veterans Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning November 7, 1982, as 
National Disabled Veterans Week. I call upon all Americans to join in hon
oring those who have given so much in the defense of freedom. I ask Gov
ernment agencies at all levels, and private organizations and individuals to 
observe this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 14th day of 
Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev
enth. 

.n-..- RONALD REAGAN ; 

Proclamation 4972 of September 16,1982 

Veterans Day, 1982 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Veterans Day affords all Americans a special opportunity to honor the 
deeds of those who sacrificed so much to answer the call to arms during 
the life of this great country. On this day, our Nation is united in tribute to 
the valiant men and women who have unselfishly given of themselves to 
serve in our Armed Forces. 
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Words alone are insufficient to express our lasting gratitude and admiration . r •,,.. 
to those whose patriotism and courage have ensured our peace and free
dom despite threats of tyranny and aggression. Significant disruptions in 
their lives and other personal hardships have been the price that our Na
tion's veterans have paid so that the rest of us might enjoy the fruits of jus
tice and liberty. 

In order that we pay meaningful tribute to their efforts, Congress has pro
vided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 shall be set aside each year as a 
national holiday to honor America's veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby call on all Americans to join in observing Thursday, 
November 11, 1982, as Veterans Day. I urge both public ceremonies, as well 
as private thoughts and prayers, in recognition of the great contribution of 
our veterans to an America that today is an example to all nations of free
dom, liberty, and democracy. On this day, let us give special consideration 
to those who have died in our Nation's wars and to those who have been 
disabled. 

I call upon Federal, State and local Government officials to mark Veterans 
Day by displaying the flag of the United States, and I ask those Govern
ment officials to support fully and personally its observance by appropriate 
ceremonies throughout the country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 16th day of 
Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and sev
enth. _ , 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 4973 of September 21,1982 

Honoring the Ukrainian Helsinki Monitoring Group ^ 

By the President of the United States of America ; 
A Proclamation 
The spontaneous formation on November 9, 1976, in Kiev, Ukraine, of the 
Ukrainian Public Group to Promote the Implementation of the Helsinki Ac
cords affirmed once more that the human spirit cannot be crushed and that 
the desire for human freedom cannot be conquered. 

The long prison terms meted out to members of the Ukrainian Helsinki 
Monitoring Group for their courageous activities to secure greater freedom 
in Ukraine are graphic testimony to the inability of Communism to compete 
with the principles of freedom in the marketplace of ideas. The flagrant per
secution and imprisonment of Ukrainian citizens for their attempts to exer
cise basic human rights is an international embarrassment to the Soviet 
Union and proof that the Soviet Union has failed to live up to its pledges to 
honor the understandings embodied in the Helsinki Accords. 

In commemorating this sixth anniversary of the founding of the Ukrainian 
Helsinki Monitoring Group, we renew our determination never to forget the 
valiant struggle of the peoples of Ukraine for their inahenable rights, and 
we pledge to do all we can to ameliorate the plight of those Ukrainians 
who have been persecuted by the Soviet authorities for attempting to assert 
their rights. 
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